{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 2IO                   LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF   STEIN.       [PART VII.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 remained.    We have remarked that in reading of this mighty change our minds move too fast.    We know so well what the catastrophe is to be that we have scarcely patience to attend to the details, and are like the audience at a play who hear nothing of the closing scene because they are busy in looking for their hats and overcoats.    It is curious to ob\-serve that those who originally witnessed the trans\-formation were not only not in this mood but in just the opposite.   Their minds did not move fast enough. They could not realise, could not believe what they saw.   After having for so many years waited in vain for a change of fortune, they had insensibly become incapable of recognizing it when it came, and all the more so because it came with such extreme sudden\-ness.    We have seen that neither the Prussian nor the Austrian Government had been confident that the . Russian disaster would lead even to the downfall of the Rhenish Confederation.    All they had ventured to hope was that they themselves would be relieved from  the extreme  pressure  which  they  had  felt, Prussia since  1807, Austria since  1809.      Events had outstripped all their expectations.   Their armies stood at the Rhine, and. Germany was free.    With a kind of bewilderment they saw a series of  new questions   come  into view,  questions  which   they had considered to be at rest, and which they had never expected to hear discussed again.    Who of late years had imagined that the settlement of Lune-ville would ever be touched ?   It seemed a matter of ancient history that at the close of the 18th century Europe had involved itself in a rash war with the French Revolution, and that France rousing herself}\par }